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Boat industry still afloat
Lockdown a setback for employees, business and training but sector hopeful for comeback

PLAYERS in Cape Town’s boat-building 
industry hope that as soon as it is 
re-opened, employees can return to 
work to ensure the city remains one 
of the leading manufacturing centres 
in the world. 

A survey was conducted by the 
SA Boat Building Export Coun-
cil (Sabbex) early in April to  
analyse the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic on the boat-building indus-
try and its staff. 

It was reported that only half of 
the boat companies in the country 
could afford to pay their staff their full 
salaries during the lockdown. There 
was also increasing feedback on the 
plea for people to get back to work.

Sabbex spokesperson and founding 
director of Blue Cape Vanessa Davidson 
said: “The lockdown prevented many 
from working and there were remuner-
ation challenges associated with this. 
Many people were also stopped from 
learning the necessary skills at colleges 
offering boat and yacht learnerships 
and work placements.”

Cape Town becoming a cost- 
effective supplier to international mar-
kets over the years has increased the 
demand for people with yacht- and 
boat-building skills, including pro-
viding support in the boat-building 
processes. The processes include lami- 
nating, marine joinery, boat design, 
construction and metalwork.

However, Davidson said there was 
likely to be an upturn in production 
after the lockdown because many 
employees might start to look at work 

productivity in a different light. 
Executive mayor Dan Plato said: 

“The industry employs thousands of 
people and I am encouraged that with 
the planned production, we’ll be able 
to preserve jobs in this sector. We 
hope through effective health and 
safety precautions aimed at limiting 
the spread of Covid-19 we will see 
restrictions easing in the near future to 
get more people back to work.”

In level three, all manufacturing 
sectors are expected to return to nor-
mal. However, they still await further 
legal confirmations from the govern-
ment. Mayco member for economic 

opportunities and asset management 
James Vos said one of the biggest chal-
lenges employees spoke about after 
engaging with them was that they 
were filled with uncertainty about 
whether they would be able to return 
to work and earn an income again.

Robertson and Caine, a production 
boat-building company that employs 
1 800 people, has lobbied the govern-
ment for permission to continue to 
work in this sector while applying the 
necessary health guidelines.

Davidson said an estimated 
R2.7 billion of confirmed recreational 
and commercial boat-building export 

orders needed to be completed. “This 
appeal to continue to work was 
then considered and the ship and 
boat-building sector was able to phase 
in opening at 50% at the beginning of 
May, following stringent health and 
safety measures.”

Vos said: “While the lockdown 
measures had an impact on the num-
ber of orders the company could fulfil, 
work and training has continued under 
difficult circumstances. The lobbying 
by the City should allow for the safe 
reopening of our economy and we will 
ensure that this industry remains a top 
international producer of catamarans.”
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THE City is busy with plans to reopen 
driving licence testing centres in the 
metropole.

It has been given the go-ahead by 
the National Transport Department to 
reopen centres in metropolitan areas 
on June 1.

The City said it must consider the 
safety of clients and staff before reo-
pening. “Driving licence centres are 
arguably among the busiest city spaces, 
which means that extra care needs to 
be placed on the protocols to ensure 
that we are able to deliver a service 
with as little risk as possible.

“We note the announcement that 
these spaces be opened from June 1 
and will initially service the needs of 
essential services workers,” it stated. 

“The City is committed to this tar-
get date, but will only open the doors 
if we are completely satisfied that all 
necessary health and safety measures 
are in place.  

“While we have yet to finalise the 
‘new normal’ at our centres, things to 
consider could include a limit on the 
number of persons allowed to move 
through the centre on any given day, 
sanitation measures for fingerprinting 
and eye-testing equipment between 
users, regular cleaning of counters and 
waiting areas throughout the day. We 
are facing an unprecedented situation 
and we urge the public to co-operate 
as we navigate this great unknown.”

The City said it may have to 
amend its plan as safety protocols 
were updated. 

In the interim, it said a 90-day 
grace period would be in place for 
documents that expired during the 
lockdown period, including: drivers’ 
and learners’ licences, temporary per-
mits, professional driving permits, 
roadworthy certificates, the registering 
and licensing of a motor vehicle, as 
well as annual renewal.

“The grace period will be useful in 
avoiding a rush on our centres when 
they reopen, as people now have more 
time to renew their documents.

“For persons with outstanding 
warrants, magistrates are currently 
postponing cases for a period of three 
months at a time, until court pro-
ceedings are able to resume. Motorists 
are still able to use online payment 
methods to settle outstanding fines 
during this time. 

“They can do so via paycity.co.za 
or paymyfines.co.za. Payment options 
are outlined on the back of the fine 
document. Alternatively, more infor-
mation is available at http://www.
capetown.gov.za/City-Connect/Pay/
Driving-and-vehicles/Fines/Pay-your-
traffic-fine,” the City added.  |   Staff 
Reporter

 M E T R O

Driving  
testing 
centres set 
for reopen

City to focus on hot 
spots, most at risk 
CAPE TOWN said its health depart-
ment was working closely with  
provincial health partners to imple-
ment the revised Covid-19 strategy in 
the metropole.

It said with the virus case  
load moving towards 13 000, “the 
emphasis has shifted to a risk-strat-
ified case management approach, 
which includes identifying where the  
Covid-19 hot spots are, as well as indi-
viduals in those areas who are most 
susceptible to serious illness”, the City 
said in a statement.

The City said it was focusing on 
the person with known co-morbidities  
and those older than 55 because they 
were more likely to develop complica-
tions that required hospitalisation, as 
well as health-care workers and people 
admitted to hospital with symptoms .

The City’s mayoral committee 
member for community services and 
health, Zahid Badroodien, said: “We 
will also be looking to increase our 

education, awareness and enforcement 
efforts across the city, with particular 
emphasis in the identified hot spots. 
Hot spots are areas with established 
community transmission and a high 
density of cases. Recently, the case 
load data has been made available 
by suburb, and so residents can get 
a first-hand idea of how prevalent 
the virus is, and where. However, it 
remains everyone’s responsibility to 
be extremely vigilant at all times, 
self-isolate immediately if you show 
symptoms, and to follow the health 
and hygiene protocols that have been 
put in place to prevent the risk of 
contracting the virus.” 

Six hot spot sub-districts have 
been identified in Cape Town, includ-
ing Tygerberg (Bellville, Elsies River, 
Goodwood), Khayelitsha, Western 
(DuNoon), Klipfontein (Delft, Delft 
South/Gugulethu, Nyanga, Manen-
berg), Southern (ImizamoYethu, 
Philippi) and Eastern (Mfuleni).

“We will be actively monitoring 
these areas, and deploying extra staff 
to points of congregation in these  
areas such as public transport inter-
changes, supermarkets and clinics, 
both to conduct screening for Covid-
19 and to refer vulnerable individ-
uals for testing, but also to advance  
our education and awareness initia-
tives, and emphasising the need for 
social distancing.

Badroodien reminded the public  

to not let their guard down. “While 
these are the current hot spots, the 
situation could change and bring other 
suburbs into the fold. Every person 
needs to continue doing everything 
possible to mitigate the risk of infec-
tion, particularly as we move towards 
level three of the lockdown phases 
and more people return to work. We 
can only defeat Covid-19 if everyone 
works together and does their bit,” he 
said.  |  Staff Reporter
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THE City says it will be actively monitoring hot spots and  sending extra staff to points of 
congregation in these areas.

THERE has been an increase in demand in international markets over the years for people with yacht and boat-building skills, including 
providing support in the boat-building processes  |  DAVID RITCHIE African News Agency (ANA)

Final-year medical students allowed to travel to campus
HIGHER Education, Science and Tech-
nology Minister Blade Nzimande has 
granted final-year medical students 
permission to travel to university cam-
puses and training sites to complete 
their studies.

Nzimande yesterday published new 
regulations to this effect. “The purpose 
of the directions is to permit the travel 
of final-year medical students to and 
from their place of residence to uni-

versity campuses and training sites to 
allow for their academic and clinical 
work to continue during this period,” 
the regulations read.

This last weekend, Nzimande said 
final-year students in programmes 
requiring clinical training will be 
allowed to return in a controlled 
manner.

According to Nzimande, final-year 
MBChB (medicine) students will be the 

first to return.
He said that all other programmes 

such as nursing, dental, veterinary 
sciences and others will be phased in.

Nzimande added that final-year 
students in other programmes requir-
ing clinical training will begin return-
ing from June 1.

The remaining students will be sup-
ported through remote multi-modal 
teaching, learning and assessment 

until it is safe to return to campus, 
he said.

Earlier this month, Nzimande gave 
final-year medical students permission 
for once-off travel from their homes 
to the university campus where they 
are registered for study until Sunday, 
May 31. 

Final-year medical students were 
allowed to resume their academic year 
from May 11.  |  LOYISO SIDIMBA
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