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BlueCape was established in 2019 to
support businesses and investors in
the ocean economy, to remove barriers
to entry and to support skills
development and transformation for
job creation. BlueCape works with its
founding partners, the City of Cape
Town, and the V&A Waterfront to
support local provincial and national
government to build a resilient ocean
economy. 
Research undertaken in 2019
indicated there are three growth
areas in the Western Cape Oceans
Economy that will make a significant
contribution to economic growth, jobs
and social upliftment:
·Marine Manufacturing (boat building,
masts, sails, surfboards, kites, sailing
apparel, wetsuits etc)
·Superyachts
·Ocean Sports (recreation, events and
adventure tourism)

It was recognised that a non-profit
entity to support these three key pillars
of the Cape Town economy will play a
pivotal role in supporting and
activating future business growth and
creating employment opportunities.
BlueCape works with existing bodies
and organisations in the three focus
sub-sectors. 

Vision
The blue economy is growing and
BlueCape supports and drives new
developments and interventions in
this space. BlueCape sees its work
aligned with the intentions of the
Comprehensive Maritime Transport
policy with respect to sector growth,
transformation, and women
empowerment. 

About Us



· Economic growth
· Job facilitation and creation
· Social upliftment
· Skills Development

The activities of BlueCape are
focused on training and creating
work opportunities for black and
coloured ocean-minded youth. To
date BlueCape, working with
specialist service providers and
industry stakeholders, have trained
and are training a total of 54 youth,
male and female, created 6
internships and facilitated 20 jobs for
Pool and Pro Beach Lifeguards and
assisted 1 black entrepreneur. This
over the summer season of 2019 –
2020 and during this COVID summer
season of 2020 – 2021.

Focus Areas Sectors
·Marine Manufacturing 
-Expand the Cape’s boat building
footprint, develop & sell more boats.
-Support Ocean Sports
Manufacturers.
-Support boat equipment
manufacturers.
-Support harbour and marine
developments.
·Ocean Sports
-Formalise the Ocean Sports,
recreation & adventure tourism sector
associations & provide a HUB.
-Address training shortfalls &
facilitate career pathways.
-Create jobs in the Ocean Sports
sector.
-Establish the Stopover Cape Town
organisation to ensure continued
global competitiveness.
·Superyachts
-Grow the number of annual
Superyacht visits to the Cape.
-Increase Superyacht offerings –
training, repairs, provisioning,
security, accommodation, and luxury
tourism.



Our people
BRUCE TEDDER

Lifelong surfer, sailor and ocean
adventurer living in Hout Bay. 
Bruce’s passion lies with empowering the
ocean minded youth, and as a founder of
BlueCape and the current President of the
Hout Bay Surf Lifesaving Club, they are
forging ahead with the goal of creating
meaningful career paths in the Cape’s
ocean economy.

VANESSA DAVIDSON

Vanessa’s ocean life started with the
National Sea Rescue Institute where she
was a volunteer crew member at Bakoven
and Hout Bay and one of the first female
rescue swimmers in the 1990s.
Networking and solution seeking is her
passion. Vanessa is currently the
Chairman of the International Marine
Certification Institute, responsible for
marine CE certification globally.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
VANESSA DAVIDSON 

VANESSA@BLUE-CAPE.CO.ZA
0728363998

mailto:vanessa@blue-cape.co.za


Additional Media Links:
BlueCape Webinar Series- Leisure boating | Hosted by Colleen Jacka
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/11/27/bluecape-webinar-series-leisure-boating-
hosted-by-colleen-jacka/

AISI Marine Manufacturing Supplier Development Programme – Technology
Enhancement Intervention
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/12/03/cfp-002-01-12-2020-aisi-marine-
manufacturing-supplier-development-programme-technology-enhancement-
intervention/

Boatbuilding Big Five: In the Waters
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/10/08/boatbuilding-big-five-in-the-waters/

SA gets 5/10 catamaran winners in the 2020 Top 10 Catamaran vote
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/06/18/sa-gets-5-10-catamaran-winners-in-the-
2020-top-10-catamaran-vote/

Open, for Maritime
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/10/29/open-for-maritime/

BlueCape assists in Lifeguard Qualifications 
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/09/24/bluecape-assists-in-lifeguard-
qualifications/

Boat Industry still afloat
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/05/27/boat-industry-still-afloat/

James Vos Shows Support for Economic Opportunities
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/05/30/james-vos-shows-support-for-economic-
opportunities/

Oceans economy to boost industry job prospects in Cape Town
https://blue-cape.co.za/2020/05/29/oceans-economy-to-boost-industry-job-
prospects-in-cape-town/
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